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“A” block: Hollow masonry unit with one end closed by a
crossweb and the opposite end open or lacking an end cross
web. (See “Open end block.”)

Absor ption: Thedifferenceintheamount of water contained
withinaconcretemasonry unit between saturated and oven-
dry conditions, expressed asweight of water per cubic foot
of concrete. [4]

Accelerator: A liquid or powder admixture added to a
cementitious paste to speed hydration and promote early
strengthdevel opment. Anexampleof anaccelerator material
iscalcium nitrite.

Adhesive anchor : An anchoring device that is placed in a
predrilled hole and secured using achemical compound.
Admixture: Substance other than prescribed materials of
water, aggregate and cementitious materials added to
concrete, mortar or grout to improve one or more chemical

or physical properties. [3]

Aggregate: An inert granular or powdered materia such as
natural sand, manufactured sand, gravel, crushed stone, dag,
finesand lightwel ght aggregate, which, when bound together
by acementitious matrix forms concrete, grout or mortar. [3]

Air entraining: The capability of a material or process to
develop a system of uniformly distributed microscopic air
bubblesin acementitious paste to increase the workahility
or durability of theresulting product. Some admixtures act
asair entraining agents.

Anchor: Metal rod, tie, bolt or strap used to secure masonry
to other elements. May be cast, adhered, expanded or
fastened into masonry. [1]

Angle: A structural steel sectionthat hastwo legsjoined at 90
degreesto oneancther. Used asalintel to support masonry
over openingssuchasdoorsor windowsinlieuof amasonry
arch or reinforced masonry lintel. Also used as a shelf to
vertically support masonry veneer. Sometimes referred to
asarelieving angle.

Arch: A vertically curved compressive structural member
spanning openings or recesses. May also be built flat by
using special masonry shapes or specialy placed units.

Area, grosscross-sectional: Theareadelineated by theout-to-
out dimensions of masonry in the plane under consideration.
Thisincludesthetotal areaof asection perpendicular to the
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directionof theload, including areaswithincellsand voids. [1]

Area, net cross-sectional: The area of masonry units, grout
and mortar crossed by the plane under consideration, based
on out-to-out dimensionsand neglectingtheareaof al voids
such as ungrouted cores, open spaces, or any other area
devoid of masonry. [1]

Axial load: The load exerted on a wall or other structura
element and acting parallel totheelement’ saxis. Axial loads
typically act in a vertical direction, but may be otherwise
depending on the type and orientation of the element.

Backing: Thewall or surfaceto which veneer issecured. The
backing material may beconcrete, masonry, steel framing or
wood framing. [1]

Beam: A structural member, typically horizontal, designedto
primarily resist flexure.

Burnished block: (See*Ground face block.”)

Bedded area: The surface area of a masonry unit that isin
contact with mortar in the plane of the mortar joint.

Blast furnace slag cement: A blended cement which
incorporates blast furnace slag.

Blended cement: Portland cement or air-entrained portland
cement combined through blending with such materials as
blast furnace slag or pozzolan, whichisusually fly ash. May
be used as an dternative to portland cement in mortar.

Block: A solidor hollow unit larger than brick-sized units. (See
also*“ Concreteblock, concretemasonry unit, masonry unit”)

Block machine: Equipment used to mold, consolidate and
compact shapeswhen manuf acturing concretemasonry units.

Bond: (1) Thearrangement of unitsto providestrength, stability
or auniquevisual effect created by laying unitsinaprescribed
pattern. See reference 6 for illustrations and descriptions of
common masonry bond patterns. (2) Thephysical adhesiveor
mechanical binding between masonry units, mortar, grout and
reinforcement. (3) To connect wythes or masonry units.

Bond beam: (1) The grouted course or courses of masonry
unitsreinforced with longitudinal bars and designed to take
the longitudinal flexural and tensile forces that may be
inducedinamasonry wall. (2) A horizontal grouted element
within masonry in which reinforcement is embedded.

Bond beam block: A hollow unit with depressed websor with
"knock-out" webs (which are removed prior to placement)
to accommaodate horizontal reinforcement and grout.

Bond breaker: A material used to prevent adhesion between
two surfaces.




Bond, running: Theplacement of masonry unitssuchthat head
jointsinsuccessivecoursesarehorizontally offset at | east one-
quarter theunit length. [1] Centering head jointsover theunit
below, called center or half bond, isthemost common form of
running bond. A horizontal offset between head joints in
successivecoursesof one-thirdand one-quarter theunitlength
iscaled third bond and quarter bond, respectively.

Bond, stack: For dructurd design purposes, Building Code
Reguirementsfor Masonry Sructures consgdersal masonry not
laidinrunningbondasstack bond. [1] Incommonuse, stack bond
typicaly referstomasonry laid soheadjointsinsuccessvecourses
areverticdly digned. Alsocaled plumbjoint bond, sraight stack,
jack bond, jack-on-jack and checkerboard bond.

Bond strength: The resistance to separation of mortar from
masonry unitsand of mortar and grout fromreinforcing steel
and other materials with which it isin contact.

Brick: A solid or hollow manufactured masonry unit of either
concrete, clay or stone.

Cantilever: A member structurally supported at only oneend
throughafixed connection. Theoppositeend hasnostructural
support.

Cap block: A solid slab used as a coping unit. May contain
ridges, bevels or slopes to facilitate drainage. (See also
“Coping block.”)

Cavity: A continuousair spacebetweenwythesof masonry or
between masonry and its backup system. Typically greater
than 2 in. (51 mm) in thickness. (See“ Collar joint.”)

Céll: Thehollow spacewithinaconcretemasonry unitformed
by the face shellsand webs. Also called core.

Cementitiousmaterial: A generictermfor any inorganic materia
including cement, pozzolanic or other findy divided minerd
admixtures or other reactive admixtures, or a mixture of such
materid sthat setsand devel opsstrengthby chemicd reectionwith
water. In generd, the following are considered cementitious
materia s portlandcement, hydrauliccements limeputty, hydrated
lime, pozzolansand ground granulated blast furnace dag. [3]

Cleanout/cleanout hole: An opening of sufficient size and
spacing so asto allow removal of debrisfrom the bottom of
the grout space. Typically located in the first course of
masonry. [2]

Cold weather construction: Procedures used to construct
masonry when ambient air temperature or masonry unit
temperature is below 40°F (4.4°C).

Collar joint: A vertical longitudinal spacebetweenwythesof
masonry or between masonry wytheand backup construction,
sometimesfilledwith mortar or grout. Typically lessthan2
in. (51 mm) inthickness. [1] (Seeaso “ Cavity.”)

Color (pigment): A compatible, color fast, chemically stable
admixture that gives a cementitious matrix its coloring.

Column: (1) In structures, arelatively long, dender structural
compression member such asapogt, pillar, or strut. Usualy
vertical, a column supports loads that act primarily in the
directionofitslongitudinal axis. (2) For thepurposesof design,
anisolatedvertica memberwhosehorizontal dimens onmeasured
at right anglestothethicknessdoesnot exceed 3timesitsthickness
and whose height isgreater than 4 timesit thickness. [1]

Compositeaction: Transfer of stressbetween componentsof
amember designed so that in resisting loads, the combined
components act together as asingle member. [1]

Compr essivestrength: Themaximum compressiveload that
a specimen will support divided by the net cross-sectional
area of the specimen.

Compressive strength of masonry: Maximum compressive
forceresi sted per unit of net cross-sectional areaof masonry,
determined by testing masonry prisms or as a function of
individual masonry units, mortar and grout in accordance
withref. 2.[2] (Seea so* Specified compressive strength of
masonry.”)

Concrete: A compositematerial that consistsof awater reactive
binding medium, water and aggregate (usually acombination
of fine aggregate and coarse aggregate) with or without
admixtures. In portland cement concrete, the binder is a
mixtureof portland cement, water and may containadmixtures.

Concrete block: A hollow or solid concrete masonry unit.
Larger in size than a concrete brick.

Concrete brick: A concrete hollow or solid unit smaller in
Size than a concrete block.

Concrete masonry unit: Hollow or solid masonry unit,
manufactured usinglow frequency, highamplitudevibration
toconsolidateconcreteof stiff or extremely dry consistency.

Connector: A mechanical device for securing two or more
pieces, parts or memberstogether; includesanchors, wall ties
and fasteners. May be either structura or nonstructural. [1]

Connector, tie: A metal deviceusedtojoinwythesof masonry
in a multiwythe wall or to attach a masonry veneer to its
backing. [1] (Seeaso “Anchor.”)

Controal joint: A continuous unbonded masonry joint that is
formed, sawed or tooled in amasonry structure to regulate
thelocationand amount of cracking and separationresulting
fromdimensional changesof different partsof thestructure,
thereby avoiding the development of high stresses.

Coping: The materials or masonry units used to form the
finishedtop of awall, pier, chimney or pilaster to protect the
masonry below from water penetration.

Copingblock: A solid concretemasonry unitintendedfor use
asthe top finished coursein wall construction.

Corbel: A projection of successive courses from the face of
masonry. [1]

Core: (See“Cell.”)

Corrosion resistant: A material that is treated or coated to
retard corrosiveaction. Anexampleissteel thatisgalvanized
after fabrication.

Cour se: A horizontal layer of masonry unitsinawall or, much
less commonly, curved over an arch.

Crack control: Methods used to control the extent, size and
location of cracking inmasonry including reinforcing stedl,
control jointsand dimensional stability of masonry materials.

Cull: A masonry unit that does not meet the standards or
specifications and therefore has been rejected.

Curing: (1) Themaintenanceof proper conditionsof moisture
and temperature during initial set to develop a required
strength and reduceshrinkagein productscontaining portland
cement. (2) Theinitia timeperiod duringwhich cementitious
materials gain strength.

Damp-proofing: The treatment of masonry to retard the
passage or absorption of water or water vapor, either by
application of a suitable coating or membrane to exposed
surfacesor by use of asuitable admixtureor treated cement.

Damp check: An impervious horizontal layer to prevent
vertical penetration of water in a wall or other masonry
element. A damp check consists of either a course of solid
masonry, metal or athin layer of asphaltic or bituminous
material. Itisgenerally placed near gradeto prevent upward
migration of moisture by capillary action.



Diaphragm: A roof or floor system designed to transmit
lateral forces to shear walls or other lateral load resisting
elements. [1]

Dimension, actual: Themeasured size of aconcrete masonry
unit or assemblage.

Dimension, nominal: The specified dimension plus an
allowance for mortar joints, typicaly ¥s in. (9.5 mm).
Nominal dimensions are usually stated in whole numbers.
Width (thickness) isgivenfirst, followed by height and then
length. [1]

Dimension, specified: The dimensions specified for the
manufacture or construction of a unit, joint or element.
Unless otherwise stated, all calculations are based on
specified dimensions. Actual dimensions may vary from
specified dimensions by permissible variations. [1]

Dowel: A metal reinforcing bar used to connect masonry to
masonry or to concrete.

Drip: A groove or slot cut beneath and slightly behind the
forward edge of a projecting unit or element, such asasill,
lintel or coping, to causerainwater to drip off and prevent it
from penetrating the wall.

Drying shrinkage: The change in linear dimension of a
concrete masonry wall or unit dueto drying.

Dry stack: Masonry work laid without mortar.

Eccentricity: Thedistancebetweentheresultant of anapplied
load and the centroidal axis of the masonry element under
load.

Effective height: Clear height of a braced member between
lateral supports and used for calculating the slenderness
ratio of the member. [1]

Effectivethickness: Theassumed thicknessof amember used
to calculate the slenderness ratio.

Efflor escence: A depositor encrugtationof solublesats(generaly
white), that may form on the surface of stone, brick, concrete
or mortar when moisturemovesthroughthemasonry materials
andevaporatesonthesurface. Innew construction, sometimes
referredtoasnew building bloom. Oncethestructuredries, the
bloom normally disappears or isremoved with water.

Equivalent thickness: The solid thicknessto which ahollow
unit would bereduced if the material intheunit wererecast
intoaunitwiththesamefacedimensions(height andlength)
but without voids. Theequivalent thicknessof a100% solid
unit is equal to the actual thickness. Used primarily to
determine masonry fire resistanceratings.

Expansion anchor: Ananchoring device (based onafriction
grip) in which an expandable socket expands, causing a
wedge action, as abolt istightened into it.

Face: (1) The surface of a wall or masonry unit. (2) The
surface of a unit designed to be exposed in the finished
masonry.

Faceshell: Theouter wall of ahollow concretemasonry unit. [5]

Faceshell mortar bedding: Hollow masonry unit construction
wheremortar isapplied only to the horizontal surface of the
unit face shells and the head joints to a depth equal to the
thickness of the face shell. No mortar isapplied to the unit
crosswebs. (Seeaso “Full mortar bedding.”)

Facing: Any material forming a part of awall and used as a
finished surface.

Fastener: A device used to attach components to masonry,
typically nonstructural in nature.

Fire resistance: A rating assigned to walls indicating the
length of time awall performsasabarrier to the passage of

flame, hot gases and heat when subjected to a standardized
fireand hosestreamtest. For masonry, fireresi stanceismost
often determined based onthemasonry’ sequival ent thickness
and aggregate type.

Flashing: A thinimpervious material placed in mortar joints
andthroughair spacesinmasonry to prevent water penetration
and to facilitate water drainage.

Fly ash: The finely divided residue resulting from the
combustion of ground or powdered coal.

Footing: A structural element that transmitsloadsdirectly to
the soil.

Freeze-thaw durability: The ability to resist damage from
thecyclicfreezing and thawing of moisturein materialsand
the resultant expansion and contraction.

Full mortar bedding: Masonry construction wheremortar is
applied to the entire horizontal surface of the masonry unit
and the head joints to a depth equal to the thickness of the
face shell. (See also “Face shell mortar bedding.”)

Glass unit masonry: Masonry composed of glass units
bonded by mortar. [1]

Glazed block: A concrete masonry unit with a permanent
smooth resinous tile facing applied during manufacture.
Also called prefaced block.

Ground face block: A concrete masonry unit in which the
surface is ground to a smooth finish exposing the internal
matrix and aggregate of the unit. Also called burnished or
honed block.

Grout: (1) A plastic mixture of cementitious materials,
aggregates, water, with or without admixtures initially
produced to pouring consi stency without segregation of the
congtituents during placement. [3] (2) The hardened
equivalent of such mixtures.

Grout, prestressing: A cementitious mixture used to
encapsul ate bonded prestressing tendons. [2]

Grout, self-consolidating: Highly fluid and stablegrout used
in high lift and low lift grouting that does not require
consolidation or reconsolidation.

Grout lift: Anincrement of grout height within atotal grout
pour. A grout pour consists of one or more grout lifts. [2]

Grout pour: Thetotal height of masonry to be grouted prior
to erection of additional masonry. A grout pour consists of
one or more grout lifts. [2]

Grouted masonry: (1) Masonry construction of hollow units
where hollow cells are filled with grout, or multiwythe
construction in which the space between wythes is solidly
filled with grout. (2) Masonry construction using solid
masonry units where the interior joints and voids arefilled
with grout.

Grouting, highlift: Thetechniqueof groutingmasonry inlifts
for the full height of the wall.

Grouting, low lift: The technique of grouting as the wall is
constructed, usually to scaffold or bond beam height, but not
greaterthan4to6ft (1,219to0 1,829 mm), depending oncode
limitations.

“H” block: Hollow masonry unit lacking cross webs at both
endsformingan“H” in crosssection. Used with reinforced
masonry construction. (See also “Open end block.”)

Header: A masonry unit that connects two or more adjacent
wythes of masonry. Also called abonder. [1]

Height of wall: (1) Thevertical distance from the foundation
wall or other similar intermediate support to the top of the
wall. (2) Thevertical distancebetweenintermediatesupports.



Height-to-thickness ratio: The height of a masonry wall
divided by its nominal thickness. The thickness of cavity
wallsistaken astheoverall thickness minusthewidth of the
cavity.

High lift grouting: (See*“ Grouting, high lift.”)

Hollow masonry unit: A unit whose net cross-sectional area
inany plane parallel tothebearing surfaceislessthan 75 %
of itsgrosscross-sectional areameasured inthe sameplane.
(4]

Honed block: (See “Ground face block.”)

Hot weather construction: Procedures used to construct
masonry when ambient air temperature exceeds 100°F
(37.8°C) or temperatureexceeds 90°F (32.2°C) withawind
speed greater than 8 mph (13 km/h).

Inspection: The observations to verify that the masonry
construction meetstherequirementsof theapplicabledesign
standards and contract documents.

Jamb block: A block specially formedfor thejamb of windows
or doors, generally with a vertical slot to receive window
frames, etc. Also called sash block.

Joint: Thesurfaceat whichtwo membersjoin or abut. If they
are held together by mortar, the mortar-filled volumeisthe
joint.

Joint reinfor cement: Steel wires placed in mortar bed joints
(over the face shells in hollow masonry). Multi-wire joint
reinforcement assemblieshave crosswireswel ded between
the longitudinal wires at regular intervals.

Lap: (1) Thedistancetwobarsoverlapwhenformingasplice.
(2) The distance one masonry unit extends over another.

L ap splice: Theconnectionbetweenreinforcing steel generated
by overlapping the ends of the reinforcement.

L ateral support: Themeansof bracing structural membersin
thehorizontal spanby columns, buttresses, pilastersor cross
walls, or inthevertical span by beams, floors, foundations,
or roofs.

Lightweight aggregate: Natural or manufactured aggregate
of low density, such as expanded or sintered clay, shale,
dlate, diatomaceousshale, perlite, vermiculite, slag, natural
pumice, volcanic cinders, diatomite, sintered fly ash or
industrial cinders.

Lightweight concretemasonry unit: A unitwhoseoven-dry
density islessthan 105 Ib/ft® (1,680 kg/m?). [4]

Lime: Calcium oxide (CaO), a general term for the various
chemical and physical forms of quicklime, hydrated lime
and hydraulic hydrated lime.

Lintel: A beam placed or constructed over awall opening to
carry the superimposed load.

Lintel block: A U-shaped masonry unit, placed with the open
sideup to accommodatehorizontal reinforcement and grout
to form a continuous beam. Also called channel block.

L oadbearing: (See“Wall, loadbearing.”)

Low lift grouting: (See* Grouting, low lift.”)

Manufactured masonry unit: A man-madenoncombustible
building product intended to be laid by hand and joined by
mortar, grout or other methods. [5]

Masonry: An assemblage of masonry units, joined with
mortar, grout or other accepted methods. [5]

Masonry cement: (1) A mill-mixed cementitious material to
whichsandandwater isadded tomakemortar. (2) Hydraulic
cement producedfor useinmortarsfor masonry construction.

M edium weight concretemasonry unit: A unitwhoseoven-
dry density isat least 105 Ib/ft® (1,680 kg/m®) but less than

125 Ib/ft® (2,000 kg/m?®). [4]

Metric: The Systeme Internationale (SlI), the standard
international system of measurement. Hard metric refersto
products or materials manufactured to metric specified
dimensions. Soft metric refers to products or materials
manufactured to English specified dimensions, then
converted into metric dimensions.

Mix design: The proportions of materials used to produce
mortar, grout or concrete.

Modular coordination: The designation of masonry units,
door andwindow frames, and other constructioncomponents
that fit together during construction without customization.

Modular design: Construction with standardized units or
dimensionsfor flexibility and variety in use.

Moisture content: The amount of water contained within a
unit at thetime of sampling expressed asapercentage of the
total amount of water in the unit when saturated. [4]

Mortar: (1) A mixtureof cementitiousmaterials, fineaggregate
water, with or without admixtures, used to construct unit
masonry assemblages. [3] (2) The hardened equivalent of
such mixtures.

Mortar bed: A horizontal layer of mortar used to seat a
masonry unit.

Mortar bond: (See “Bond.”)

Mortar joint, bed: The horizontal layer of mortar between
masonry units. [1]

Mortar joint, head: Thevertical mortar joint placed between
masonry unitswithin the wythe. [1]

Mortar joint profile: The finished shape of the exposed
portion of the mortar joint. Common profilesinclude:
Concave: Producedwitharoundedjointer, thisisthestandard
mortar joint unless otherwise specified. Recommended for
exterior walls because it easily sheds water.

Raked: A joint whereY/stoY/2in. (6.4 to 13 mm) isremoved
from the outside of thejoint.
Struck: An approximately flush joint. See also “ Strike.”

Net section: Theminimum crosssection of the member under
consideration.

Nonloadbearing: (See*“Wall, nonloadbearing.”)

Normal weight concrete masonry unit: A unit whoseoven-
dry density is 125 Ib/ft® (2000 kg/m?®) or greater. [4]

Open end block: A hollow unit, with one or both ends open.
Used primarily with reinforced masonry construction. (See
“A” block and “H” block.)

Parging: (1) A coating of mortar, which may contain damp-
proofing ingredients, over a surface. (2) The process of
applying such a coating.

Pier: An isolated column of masonry or a bearing wall not
bonded at the sides to associated masonry. For design, a
vertical member whose horizontal dimension measured at
right angles to its thickness is not less than three times its
thickness nor greater than six timesitsthicknessand whose
height isless than five timesits length. [1]

Pigment: (See“Color.”)

Pilaster: A bonded or keyed column of masonry built as part
of awall. It may beflush or project from either or both wall
surfaces. It hasauniform crosssectionthroughout itsheight
and serves as avertical beam, a column or both.

Pilaster block: Concretemasonry unitsdesignedfor useinthe
constructionof plainor reinforced concretemasonry pilasters
and columns.

Plain masonry: (See*Unreinforced masonry.”)



Plaster: (See"Stucco.")

Plasticizer: Aningredient such asan admixtureincorporated
into a cementitious material to increase its workability,
flexibility or extensibility.

Post-tensioning: A method of prestressing in which
prestressing tendons are tensioned after the masonry has
been placed. [1] Seealso “Wall, prestressed.”

Prestressing tendon: Steel element such as wire, bar or
strand, used to impart prestress to masonry. [1]

Prism: A small assemblagemadewithmasonry unitsand mortar
andsometimesgrout. Primarily usedfor quality control purposes
to assessthe strength of full-scale masonry members.

Prism strength: Maximum compressive force resisted per
unit of net cross-sectional area of masonry, determined by
testing masonry prisms.

Project specifications: The written documents that specify
project requirements in accordance with the service
parameters and other specific criteria established by the
owner or owner’s agent.

Quality assurance: The administrative and procedural
reguirements established by the contract documentsand by
code to assure that constructed masonry is in compliance
with the contract documents. [1]

Quality control: The planned system of activities used to
provide alevel of quality that meets the needs of the users
andtheuseof suchasystem. Theaobjectiveof quality control
isto provideasystemthat issafe, adequate, dependableand
economic. Theoveral programinvolvesintegratingfactors
including: the proper specification; production to meet the
full intent of the specification; inspection to determine
whether the resulting material, product and service isin
accordance with the specifications; and review of usage to
determine any necessary revisionsto the specifications.

Reinfor ced masonry: (1) Masonry containing rei nforcement
in the mortar joints or grouted cores used to resist stresses.
(2) Unit masonry in which reinforcement is embedded in
such amanner that the component materials act together to
resist applied forces.

Reinforcing steel: Steel embedded in masonry in such a
manner that the two materials act together to resist forces.

Retarding agent: An ingredient or admixture in mortar that
slows setting or hardening, most commonly in the form of
finely ground gypsum.

Ribbed block: A block with projecting ribs (with either a
rectangular or circular profile) on the face for aesthetic
purposes. Also called fluted.

Sash block: (See*“Jamb block.”)

Scored block: A block with grooves on the face for aesthetic
purposes. For exampl e, thegroovesmay s mulaterakedjoints.

Screen block: Anopen-faced masonry unit used for decorative
purposesor topartially screenareasfromthesunor fromview.

Shell: (See“Face shell.”)

Shoring and bracing: Thepropsor posts used totemporarily
support members during construction.

Shrinkage: Thedecreasein volumedueto moisiureloss, decrease
intemperature or carbonation of acementitious materid.

Sill: A flat or dlightly beveled unit set horizontally at the base
of an opening in awall.

Simply supported: A member structurally supported at top
and bottom or both sides through a pin-type connection,
which assumes no moment transfer.

Slenderness ratio: (1) The ratio of a member’s effective

height to radius of gyration. (2) The ratio of a member's
height to thickness.

Slump: (1) Thedrop in the height of a cementitious material
from its original shape when in a plastic state. (2) A
standardized measurement of aplastic cementitiousmaterial
to determine its flow and workability.

Slump block: A concrete masonry unit produced so that it
slumps or sagsin irregular fashion before it hardens.

Slushed joint: A mortar joint filled after units are laid by
“throwing” mortar in with the edge of atrowel.

Solid masonry unit: A unit whose net cross-sectiona areain
every planeparallel tothebearing surfaceis 75 percent or more
of itsgrosscross-sectiona areameasuredinthesameplane. [4]
Notethat Canadian standardsdefineasolid unit as100%solid.

Spall: Toflakeor split away duetointernal or external forces
such as frost action, pressure, dimensional changes after
installation, vibration, impact, or some combination.

Specified dimensions: (See*Dimension, specified.”)

Specified compressivestrength of masonry, f' _: Minimum
masonry compressive strength required by contract
documents, uponwhichtheproject designisbased (expressed
in terms of force per unit of net cross-sectiona area). [1]

Split block: A concrete masonry unit with one or more faces
purposely fractured to produce arough texturefor aesthetic
purposes. Also called a split-faced or rock-faced block.

Stirrup: Shear reinforcement in aflexural member. [1]

Strike: To finish amortar joint with astroke of the trowel or
special tool, simultaneously removing extruded mortar and
smoothing the surface of the mortar remaining in thejoint.

Stucco: A combination of cement and aggregatemixed witha
suitable amount of water to form a plastic mixture that will
adhere to a surface and preserve the texture imposed on it.

Temper: Tomoisten and mix mortar to aproper consistency.

Thermal movement: Dimension change due to temperature
change.

Tie: (See”Connector, tie.”)

Tolerance: The specified alowance in variation from a
specified size, location, or placement.

Tooling: Compressing and shaping the face of amortar joint
with atool other than atrowel . See"Mortar joint profil€" for
definitions of common joints.

Unreinforced masonry: Masonry in which the tensile
resistanceof themasonry istakeninto considerationandthe
resistance of reinforcement, if present, is neglected. Also
called plain masonry. [1]

Veneer, adher ed: Masonry veneer secured to and supported
by the backing through adhesion. [2]

Veneer, anchor ed: Masonry veneer secured to and supported
laterally by the backing through anchors and supported
vertically by the foundation or other structural elements.

Veneer, masonry: A masonry wythethat providesthefinish
of awall system and transfers out-of-planeloadsdirectly to
a backing, but is not considered to add load resisting
capacity to thewall system. [1]

Wall, bonded: A masonry wall in which two or morewythes
are bonded to act as a composite structural unit.

Wall, cavity: A multiwythenoncompositemasonry wall with
a continuous air space within the wall (with or without
insulation), which istied together with metal ties. [1]

Wall, composite: A multiwythe wall where the individual
masonry wythes act together to resist applied loads. (See
also “Composite action.”)



Wall, curtain: (1) A nonloadbearingwall between columnsor
piers. (2) A nonloadbearing exterior wall vertically supported
only at its base, or having bearing support at prescribed
vertical intervals. (3) An exterior nonloadbearing wall in
skeletonframeconstruction. Suchwallsmay beanchoredto
columns, spandrel beams or floors, but not

Wall, foundation: A wall below thefloor nearest grade serving
asasupport for awall, pier, column or other structural part of
abuilding and in turn supported by afooting.

Wall, loadbearing: Wall that supportsvertical load in addition
to its own weight. By code, a wall carrying vertical loads
gregter than 2001b/ft (2.9kN/m) inadditiontoitsownweight. [1]

Wall, multiwythe: Wall composed of 2 or more masonry
wythes.

Wall, nonloadbearing: A wall that supportsno vertical load
other thanitsown weight. By code, awall carrying vertical
loads less than 200 Ib/ft (2.9 kN/m) in addition to its own
weight. [1]

Wall, panel: (1) Anexterior nonloadbearing wall in skeleton
frame construction, wholly supported at each story. (2) A
nonl oadbearing exterior masonry wall having bearing support
at each story.

Wall, partition: Aninterior wall without structural function. [2]

Wall, prestressed: A masonry wall in which internal
compressive stresses have been introduced to counteract
stresses resulting from applied loads. [1]

Wall, reinforced: (1) A masonry wall reinforced with steel
embedded so that thetwo materialsact together inresisting
forces. (2) A wall containing reinforcement used to resist
shear and tensile stresses.

Wall, retaining: A wall designed to prevent the movement of
soils and structures placed behind the wall.

Wall, screen: A masonry wall constructed with more than
25% open areaintended for decorative purposes, typically
to partially screen an areafrom the sun or from view.

Wall, shear: A wall, bearing or nonbearing, designedtoresist
lateral forces acting in the plane of thewall. [1]

Wall, singlewythe: A wall of one masonry unit thickness.

Wall, solid masonry: A wall either built of solid masonry
units or built of hollow units and grouted solid.

Wall tie: A metal connector that connectswythesof masonry.

Wall tie, veneer: A wall tie used to connect afacing veneer to
the backing.

Water permeance: The ability of water to penetrate through
a substance such as mortar or brick.

Water proofing: (1) The methods used to prevent moisture
flow through masonry. (2) The materials used to prevent
moisture flow through masonry.

Water repellency: The reduction of absorption.

Water repellent: Material added to the masonry to increase
resistance to water penetration. Can be a surface treatment
or integral water repellent admixture.

Web: Theportion of ahollow concretemasonry unit connecting
theface shells.

Weep hole: An opening left (or cut) in mortar joints or
masonry face shells to allow moisture to exit the wall.
Usually located immediately above flashing.

Workability: Theability of mortar or grout tobeeasily placed
and spread.

Wythe: Eachcontinuousvertical sectionof awall, onemasonry
unit in thickness. [1]
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